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weighed.  Attach  sufficient  postage  and  seal  the  envelope.  Assignment  Booklets  will  travel  faster  if  sufficient 
postage  is  used  and  if  they  are  in  large  envelopes  that  do  not  exceed  two  centimetres  in  thickness. 

FAXING 

1.  Assignment  Booklets  may  be  faxed  to  the  school  with  which  you  are  registered.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the 
appropriate  fax  number. 
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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  1 A 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  20-1:  MODULE  1 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  2 ASSIGNMENT 

Your  mark  for  this  module  will  be  determined  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments  in  the 
Assignment  Booklets. 

There  are  two  section  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet.  The  value  of  each  question  is 
stated  in  the  left  margin.  This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  145  marks  out  of  the  total  190  marks 
for  Module  1. 

Work  slowly  and  carefully.  If  you  are  have  difficulties,  review  the  appropriate  section  before 
completing  the  assignment. 

You  are  encouraged  to  use  a computer  word-processing  application  for  many  of  these  questions. 
If  you  use  a computer,  be  sure  that  you  submit  a printed  copy  that  has  been  carefully  proofread. 
Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  question  number  on  each  page.  Alternatively, 
you  may  be  able  to  arrange  with  your  teacher  to  submit  your  written  assignments  by  e-mail. 

Section  1 Assignment:  Getting  Started 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1.  Having  done  some  preliminary  thinking  about  your  own  skills  as  a language  user,  write  a one 
or  two  page  composition  in  which  you  discuss  your  thoughts  on  these  questions: 

• What  are  my  principal  strengths  as  a communicator  and  a language  user? 

• What  are  the  areas  in  which  I need  to  make  the  greatest  efforts? 

• What  are  a few  of  the  steps  I should  take  to  improve  my  language  skills? 

• What  would  I like  to  accomplish  while  taking  English  Language  Arts  20-1? 


Assessment  Criteria  10  marks 

Ideas  are  thoughtful  and  address  the  questions  asked. 

6 marks 

Response  is  well  organized. 

2 marks 

Response  has  been  effectively  edited  and  proofread. 

2 marks 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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2. 


In  a composition  a page  or  two  in  length,  describe  your  feelings  and  past  experiences  in 
group-work  situations.  What  do  you  find  works  well?  What  works  poorly?  As  well,  think 
about  your  own  behaviour  when  assigned  group  work.  How  well  do  you  work  in  group 
situations?  How  much  do  you  contribute  to  the  project?  What  could  you  do  to  improve  your 
performance? 


Assessment  Criteria  10  marks 

Ideas  j^e  thoughtful  and  address  the  questions  asked. 

■sS  ^ ' 

6 marks 

Resp^e  is  well  organized.  | 

2 marks 

$ 

Resp&e  has  been  effectively  edited  and  proofread. 

2 marks 

(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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3.  One  thing  you  thought  about  in  Section  1 was  your  communication  and  language  skills — 
your  strengths,  your  challenges,  and  your  attitudes.  Many  of  your  skills  and  attitudes  are 
reflected  in  the  “texts”  you  most  enjoy  working  with.  In  other  words,  would  you  rather  watch 
a movie,  read  a book,  see  a play,  listen  to  a presentation,  or  tour  an  art  gallery?  What  sorts  of 
movies  and  television  programs  do  you  enjoy  most?  What  sorts  of  books  do  you  enjoy 
reading? 

a.  In  a composition  of  about  two  pages,  think  about  questions  like  these  and  discuss  your 
preferences.  In  addition  to  identifying  the  sorts  of  things  you  enjoy,  try  to  explain  why 
you  like  them.  Think,  too,  about  the  factors  that  may  have  contributed  to  your 
preferences — such  as  your  family  and  friends,  past  experiences,  and  your  community. 


Assessment  Criteria  10  marks 

Ideas  are  thoughtful  and  ^dress  the  questions  asked. 

Response  isiwell  organizied. 

.1  : . I . . , I 

i ii  : 

Response  h^s  been  effectively  edited  and  proofread. 


6 marks 
2 marks 
2 marks 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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b.  Now  suppose  that  you  want  to  expand  your  interests.  Perhaps  you’d  like  to  branch  out 
from  action/adventure  novels,  for  instance,  and  learn  to  appreciate  fiction  that  presents  a 
more  truthful  picture  of  real  life.  Suggest  two  or  three  strategies  that  will  help  you 
achieve  your  goal. 


e preceding  questio 
dent  Module 
you  left  off. 
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Section  2 Assignment:  Responding  to  Your  Worid 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefuUy  and  record  your  responses  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1.  If  you’re  a hockey  player,  find  a passage  from  the  excerpt  from  The  Game  of  Our  Lives  that 
particularly  reflects  your  feelings  or  experiences  about  some  aspect  of  hockey.  Quote  the 
passage  and  explain  why  it  appeals  to  you  in  one  or  two  paragraphs.  If  you’re  not  a hockey 
player,  try  to  find  a passage  in  the  essay  that  captures  how  you  feel  about  winter  in  Canada  or 
any  other  aspect  of  the  selection.  Again,  quote  the  passage  and  explain  why  it  “speaks”  to 
you. 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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2.  The  narrator  of  “Red  Dress — 1946”  is  at  a crossroads  in  the  way  she  views  herself  in  relation 
to  her  mother,  her  friends,  and  members  of  the  opposite  sex. 

a.  The  red  dress  acts  as  a type  of  symbol  in  this  story.  Just  as  the  narrator  tries  on  the  red 
dress  her  mother  is  making  for  her,  she  also  “tries  on”  several  different  roles  in  the  story. 
Identify  these  roles.  In  your  response,  include  short  quotations  from  the  story  to  show  the 
roles  the  narrator  explores. 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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b.  Which  role  does  she  finally  choose? 
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3.  Though  “Red  Dress— 1946”  is  set  in  the  1940s,  and  though  it’s  about  a teenager  several  years 
younger  than  you  are,  it’s  likely  that  you  recognized  and  understood  many  of  the  emotions 
the  narrator  was  feeling — such  as  the  embarrassment  she  felt  when  her  friends  saw  her 
mother,  the  way  she  felt  about  school,  or  the  awkwardness  she  experienced  at  the  dance. 
Focus  on  an  aspect  of  the  story  that  you  particularly  identified  with  and,  in  a paragraph  or 
two,  explain  what  it  is.  In  your  discussion,  describe  why  this  aspect  strikes  a chord  with  you. 
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4.  Explain  what  the  writer  meant  when  she  wrote  this  line:  “Then  he  turned  back  to  town,  never 
knowing  he  had  been  my  rescuer,  that  he  had  brought  me  to  Mary  Fortune’s  territory  into  the 
ordinary  world.”  In  your  response,  explain  whether  or  not  you  believe,  as  does  the  narrator, 
that  she  had  been  “rescued.” 


ve  finished  responding  to  the  preceding  questi 
page  57  of  the  Module  1 Student  Modiil 
and  continue  working  where  you  left  off 


I 
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5.  What  are  your  impressions  of  Loma?  In  your  response,  explain  why  she  can  be  called  an 
unreliable  narrator. 


6.  Muriel  Spark  definitely  expects  her  audience  to  be  active  readers.  They  must  constantly  make 
inferences  if  they’re  to  understand  her  story.  Explain  just  what  Spark’s  implied  (unstated) 
message  about  Loma  is  in  each  of  the  following  quotations. 

a.  We  never  keep  a cracked  cup,  but  throw  it  out,  because  those  cracks  can  harbour  germs. 


© 


b.  I did  take  this  as  an  insult,  because  we  call  it  TV,  and  his  remark  made  me  out  to  be 
uneducated. 
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c.  He  is  well  spoken,  although  he  has  not  got  a university  education  behind  him. 


d.  Mavis  said,  “Isn’t  it  charming,  Loma?”  If  that  was  a joke,  it  was  going  too  far.  I said  to 
Mrs.  Darby,  “Are  you  going  to  be  re-housed?”  but  she  did  not  understand  this,  and  I 
explained  how  you  have  to  apply  to  the  Council,  and  keep  at  them. 


e.  ...  but  he  went  round  like  a tramp,  lending  people  money,  as  I have  seen  with  my  own 
eyes. 


7.  Did  you  notice  that  the  style  of  “You  Should  Have  Seen  the  Mess”  matches  the  personality  of 
the  narrator?  It’s  written  in  a rather  awkward  style  that  a person  like  Loma  (who  badly  wants 
to  be  correct,  but  doesn’t  always  manage  it)  might  use.  Find  and  quote  a short  example  of 
Loma’s  writing  that  illustrates  this  feature  of  the  story. 
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8.  What  do  you  think  of  Loma’s  friends — such  as  the  Darbys  and  Willy?  Do  you  agree  with 
Loma’s  views  of  them?  Explain  your  response. 


9.  E.  B.  White  was  an  essay  writer  who  was  a master  at  expressing  ordinary  facts  and  ideas  in  a 
new  and  interesting  way.  For  instance,  instead  of  saying  that  as  a boy  he  often  walked  on 
fences,  he  writes,  “.  . . and  if  there  were  a fence  going  his  way,  he  mounted  it  and  escaped  the 
commonplace  by  a matter  of  four  feet.”  Or  instead  of  saying  that  he  disliked  what  he  felt  to 
be  Sunday’s  quietness  and  gloom,  he  writes,  “He  dreaded  Sunday  afternoon  because  it  had 
been  deliberately  written  in  a minor  key.” 

Find  another  instance  in  the  essay  where  E.  B.  White  expresses  an  idea  in  a striking  and 
unusual  manner.  Quote  the  passage  and  explain  its  meaning. 
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10.  a.  Complete  the  chart  that  follows  for  the  two  poems  you’ve  just  listened  to.  The  chart  has 
been  started  for  you. 


Speaker 

Person  Spoken 
of/Subject 

Feelings 

Expressed 



" ^ ■:  -v-.-vr-- 

b.  Quote  a line  or  two  that  support  your  answers  for  the  “Feelings  Expressed”  section  of 
your  chart  for  each  poem.  Unless  your  memory  is  excellent,  you’ll  likely  have  to  go 
back  to  the  CD  and  listen  again. 

(1)  “Me  as  My  Grandmother” 


(2)  “Mother” 
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11.  Look  back  at  E.  B.  White’s  essay  “A  Boy  I Knew”  and  reread  the  poetry  that  White  presents 
after  the  second  paragraph.  Do  either  of  the  poems  you’ve  listened  to  (“Mother”  and  “Me  as 
My  Grandmother”)  remind  you  at  all  of  this  verse?  Explain  your  response. 


12.  Both  the  poems  you’ve  just  heard  discuss  older  female  family  members  now  dead.  But  the 
poems’  tones  and  messages  are  very  different. 

a.  After  you  listened  to  the  fu*st  poem,  did  you  have  any  expectations  about  the  second?  If 
so,  explain. 


b.  Do  you  think  that  the  way  you  interpreted  the  second  poem  was  influenced  by  your 
experience  of  the  first?  Explain  your  response. 
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c.  Do  you  think  that  your  response  to  things  you  read,  hear,  or  view  is  often  influenced  by 
the  context  in  which  you  experience  them?  Consider  factors  like  where  you  are,  who 
you’re  with,  and  what  you’ve  been  doing,  thinking,  and  talking  about.  Explain  your 
response. 


13.  a.  Were  you  able  to  see  the  irony  in  “Cowboys  and  Indians”  and  understand  the  writer’s 
point  on  your  own,  or  did  the  recorded  discussion  help  you  “read  between  the  lines”? 


b.  Regardless  of  your  response  to  Question  a.,  suggest  two  or  three  strategies  that  a reader 
might  use  in  approaching  a work  of  this  sort  to  get  below  the  surface  and  figure  out 
what’s  really  going  on. 
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14. 


Whether  or  not  you  are  aboriginal  yourself,  you  should  be  able  to  imagine  how  Native 
Americans  and  Canadians  must  feel  when  watching  movies  in  which  aboriginal  people  are 
always  the  villains  outsmarted  by  the  “heroic”  cowboys.  Put  yourself  in  the  position  of  a 
Native  person  who  has  just  watched  a movie  of  this  sort.  Write  a letter  or  a diary  entry  a few 
paragraphs  long  in  which  you  express  your  feelings. 


jAssessment  Criteria  10  marks 


Taught  and  Detail  (Content) 


ip 


ting  Skills  (Style;  Mechanics) 


6"  marks 

I llill 

1:  - 1^^ 

4;marks 


"iJ 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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15.  “Woodtick”  makes  use  of  the  flashback  technique. 

a.  In  the  first  part  of  the  poem,  where  does  the  poet  shift  from  the  present  to  the  past? 


b.  Toward  the  end  of  the  poem,  where  is  the  shift  made  back  to  the  present? 


16.  This  technique  of  flashback  is,  as  you’ve  seen,  an  organizing  principle  that  serves  to  link 
two  experiences. 

a.  Describe  the  event  that  the  daughter  is  experiencing. 


b.  Now  describe  the  event  that  the  mother  is  reliving. 


■ 


I 
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17.  After  participating  in  another  culture’s  rituals,  the  young  girl  and  her  family  find  a way  of 
working  things  out.  What  does  the  last  paragraph  tell  you  about  her  feelings  at  the  end  of  the 
story? 


18.  “Jewish  Christmas”  is  told  from  the  point  of  view  of  Freidele — a seven-year-old  child  trying 
to  fit  into  her  community  despite  her  cultural,  religious,  and  ethnic  differences.  However,  the 
story  touches  on  the  way  her  parents  stmggled  to  fit  into  Birch  Hills  as  well.  Think  about  the 
issues  that  Freidele’ s mother  and  father  must  have  been  dealing  with  at  the  time.  Choose  one 
incident  from  the  story  and  re-tell  it  from  the  viewpoint  of  one  of  the  parents.  Then,  record 
your  re-telling  orally.  Try  to  convey  the  emotions  your  narrator  would  be  feeling. 

Submit  your  recording,  fully  and  clearly  labeled,  for  assessment.  Use  an  audiocassette  or 
any  other  method  of  recording  that  your  teacher  has  agreed  to  accept. 


Assessment  Criteria  -1 10  marks 


Ideas  are  thoughtful  ^ insigh 


■ 


Style  is  effective. 
Oral  recording  eff< 


settvSy  convey?! 




ator’s  emotions. 


4 marks 
3 marks 
3 marks 
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19. 


Good  stories  often  deal  with  turning  points  in  the  lives  of  their  central  characters.  Write  a 
short  autobiographical  piece  or  narrative  (about  two  or  three  pages  in  length)  about  an 
important  time  in  your  life.  Try  to  capture  and  convey  what  you  felt  and  experienced  at  the 
time.  For  instance,  you  might  write  about  the  feelings,  anxieties,  and  turmoil  you 
experienced  at  a time  when  your  family  moved  to  a new  neighborhood  when  you  were  a 
child. 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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Assessment  Criteria 

Ideas  are  thoughtful  and  appropriate.  8 marks 

Response  is  clearly  organized,  2 marks 

Style,  Voice,  Diction  are  appropriate  and  compliment  narrative.  3 marks 
Response  has  been  effectively  edited  and  proofread.  2 marks 


j’ve  finished  responding  to  the  preceding  question, 
0 page  75  of  the  Module  1 Student  Module  Booklet 
and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 
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